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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, October 26, 2009, at 2 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2009 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Barry C. Black, Chaplain of the 
United States Senate, offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Almighty God, by whose providence 
our forebears brought forth a Nation 
conceived in liberty and dedicated to 
equal justice for all, give the Members 
of this body that same spirit as they 
seek to make a better world. May this 
quest for justice motivate them to 
eliminate those things that obstruct 
the coming of Your kingdom. 

Each day, may they give primacy to 
prayer, seeking Your guidance as they 
strive to make decisions that honor 
You. Guide them by Your higher wis-
dom so that they will not give in to 
disappointment, doubt, or despair. 

We pray in Your great name. Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five 1-minute requests on 
each side of the aisle. 

f 

CONCERNS REGARDING FUNDING 
FOR HOME HEALTH CARE AGEN-
CIES 

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to address concerns I have 
with the cuts in home health care 
agencies in the reform package. I ap-
plaud the hard work that has gone into 
crafting this legislation; however, I 
want to make sure that home health 
care services for our seniors are not in-
terrupted in our efforts to target 
waste, fraud, and abuse in the Medicare 
system. 

Home health care agencies, for exam-
ple, are one of the most cost-effective 
ways to provide health care, especially 
in rural areas. In Maine, 86 percent of 
the home health care agencies will be 
operating in the red if we pass the cuts 
in the bill. 

It is crucial that we address these 
cuts in a way that promotes efficient, 
high quality care, but does not put the 
access to health care in rural areas at 
risk. I am hopeful that we will be able 
to make this legislation better and pro-

vide quality, affordable health care to 
all Americans, so that Maine’s seniors 
and home health care agencies in 
Maine will not be faced with an 86 per-
cent cut in Medicare reimbursements 
that will force them to operate in the 
red. 

f 

SOUNDS LIKE SOMEBODY’S 
GETTING A TAX HIKE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
new reformed, revised, special edition 
version of the Senate health care bill 
written in the dark, secret caverns of 
the Capitol is a whopping 1,500 pages 
long. Americans for Tax Reform did a 
word search on the bill and they found 
some interesting words. 

Right here on this chart, the word 
‘‘tax’’ is used 124 times. You know, that 
is the government’s favorite word. 
‘‘Taxes,’’ 16 times; ‘‘excise tax,’’ 12 
times; ‘‘taxpayers,’’ 79 times. Here is a 
bad one, ‘‘taxable,’’ 158 times. That is a 
whole lot of taxes in this bill. 

Of course, the words ‘‘tax exempt’’ 
are found only 15 times in the bill. 
There are some more bad words like 
‘‘penalty’’ and ‘‘require’’ and ‘‘must.’’ 
And here is a bad one, ‘‘shall,’’ 2,585 
times in this tax bill—I mean health 
care bill. 

Mr. Speaker, these are some bad 
words, totaling 3,196 words about tak-
ing money from the American tax-
payer. 
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